But God Prepared a Worm (Jonah 4:1-11) 

God Interrupts Our Comforts 

Proposition: We all a as servants of God need to be warned by three 

truths in this text that God oft times strips away our comforts to show us 

the reality of our true concerns. 

God interrupts our comforts by... 

I. Corrupting the Comfort of our Covering (Vs. 5-7) 

A. The Origin of the Covering (Vs. 6a-b) 

B. The Operation of the Covering (Vs. 6c-d) 

C. The Outcome of the Covering (Vs. 6e) 
His concern was for his own satisfaction. 

II. Cutting-Off the Comfort of our Conditions (Vs. 8) 

A. The Favorable Conditions were Cut Off (Vs. 8b) 

B. The Fortifying Conditions were Cut Off (Vs. 8c) 

C. The Fulfilling Conditions were Cut Off (Vs. 8d-e) 
His concern was for his own security. 

III. Confronting the Comforts of our Coldheartedness (Vs. 5, 9-10) 

A. The Coldheartedness of Withdrawal (Vs. 5a-d) 

B. The Coldheartedness of Waiting (Vs. 5e) 

C. The Coldheartedness of Wrath (Vs. 10-11) 
His concern was for his own seif 
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j 1) ....Cancel all subscriptions to newspapers, magazines, and book 
boO Yi clubs. This is no great loss because now none of you can read 
fifc CI anyway. Leave only one radio for the whole shantytown. Move 
-lo^ an., the nearest hospital or clinic ten miles away and put a midwife 

in charge instead of a doctor. Throw away your bankbooks, stock 
'0 gni certificates, pension plans, and insurance policies. Leave the 
art; .}h family a cash hoard of ten dollars. Give the head of the family a 
ad nio few acres to cultivate on which he can raise a few hundred 
OHH <^ dollars of cash crops, of which one third will go to the landlord 

and one tenth to the money lenders. Lop off twenty-five or 
•*abi«ii' more years in life expectancy. This little exercise may give us 
■^niHar some insight into what God is doing in the life of His prophet 
/^dto Jonah where the comforts of his life were stripped away to 
ijiud reveal the true concerns of his heart. We all a as servants of God 
^fiJ ti! need to be warned by three truths in this scene in the life of 

Jonah that God oft times strips away our comforts to show us 
.bwfi the reality of our true concerns. 4 6 tn.: >ifc • ■••uii'j.i . ((' 
ykH2} ' ...in a rage he stomped out of town and prayed one of those 
.jun ,; prayers that hopefully he regretted in hind sight. He was mad. 
^ ) ^^5i And seemed to be waiting for God to change his mind and 
ii9fiw destroy the city! That's when this whole gourd thing comes up. 
nurt »• Spurgeon called it "Jonah's object lesson." I want you to notice 
;i ., something about this gourd covering... ,;uij lyi' -» ► 
iL 3) This blessing came straight from the hand of God. vivwb 
, 4) ...our nation to a great extent worships the biessings of 

prosperity and plenty and utterly rejected the great God 

Jehovah that is behind those blessings. 


1) ...across the desert that can raise the temperature as much a 20 
be*'' degrees and last from three to seven days. Oh how quickly God 
ivcf can take the favorable winds of life and turn them in to an 
r»):w^ uncertain hurricane to reveal our true concerns and reasons for 
>'-T following God. Debilitating -' ' -'- - *- ^- ~'-- —- -•- •■ 

2) Hebrews 12:5-6 ...My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
f It: the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the 
b9it' Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
hiri receiveth. Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and 
■o ov chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. ' ti- -ri 

3) ...I heard one preacher entitle his message on this same passage 
lArki "A Census of Senses" He said Jonah is suffering from "stinking 
oj V thinking." He's got a bad attitude when it came to God's doings. 
boO That same spirit can consume a person, a home, and a church 
^o "i: and believe you me, God will put a worm right slam in the 
?ii -t middle of the situation to all our rotten attitudes to light. 

4) ...centered around a gourd and when that gourd is taken away, 
«*?o. then his life came crashing down like a stack of cards! Ray 
bF' Comfort tells the story of when his children were small, how 
^ nc that because he loved them and wanted to show kindness to 

vT-' them, he bought them a TV. But he quickly noticed that where 

jyi before when he would come home his children would greet him 

at the door, they now stayed glued to the TV. He took the TV 

away and told them "I bought you the TV because I love you but 

to if it keeps you away from me, I'll take it away." God can do the 

lor same with you and I. i'' ^•-'v •f'-.i:; co.'; vTii'>q?'-,\] 
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1) ...Jonah turned his back on it and became enamored with a 
gourd leaf. In many respects we have all turned our back on the 
lost in our community. We have become indifferent to the 
hearts and lives of our Ninevah. 


2) ...casts into hell those around us one by one. I bare a lot of 
responsibility in our waiting. But no more. This has revealed my 
cold and indifferent heart. 


3) ...His perspective was perverted. His goals were garbled. His 
values were vandalized. His affections were abstracted and 
awry. His reasoning was rotten and ruined. His compassion was 
crooked and crumbling. His sympathies were spoiled, shriveling, 
and shattered. Here it all came to the surface. Jonah would 
rather God spare his gourd of selfish protection and pleasure 
and destroy a city of over 120, 000 people. What does that say 
about our old cold hearts. 


